WHITE  ROSE  OR WHITE  HORSE?
there were those who would not acknowledge the title of
the House of Hanover to the British throne. The last
time that a Stuart set foot on British soil was in 1798,
when the Cardinal Duke of York crossed on a British
man-of-war from Naples to Messina, where tradition has
it that with the King and Queen of the Two Sicilies, and
Sir William and Lady Hamilton, he was a guest at a
dinner given by Nelson upon his flagship.
Jacobitism in the British Isles may, during the first five
decades of the eighteenth century, be likened to an ice-
berg: that part of it which is visible often appears of
little importance, but as it is impossible to tell how far
it extends below the surface, the wise navigator does not
omit any precaution. Walpole acted the part of the wise
navigator from the Whig standpoint. It is impossible to
understand the eighteenth century unless these facts are
grasped. There was always the probability, generally the
certainty, that any disturbance would be turned to
Jacobite ends; at Newcastle-on-Tyne bargees on strike
had proclaimed Charles Edward as King Charles III.1
This meant that the only safe policy for the regime was
to stifle all enthusiasm, and it was accordingly adopted.
For a time all went well, but the world will not stand
still even at the dictation of a Whig oligarchy, and later
in the century movements began which could not be
drugged, or dragooned, into quiescence. It was then
that the evils of Whig rule began to make themselves felt
with increasing force. Had the Church not become to all
intents and purposes a branch of the Civil Service it is
more than probable that Wesley would never have been
driven outside it; had the deliberate policy of successive
administrations not been to concentrate property in ever
1 cf. Bates, C. J.: History of Northumberland, p. 266,
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